Experimental Section

Materials
All chemicals were used as received without any further purification. Halloysite nanotubes (HNTs) and (3-aminopropyl) triethoxysilane (APTES, 97%) were purchased from SigmaAldrich and Alfa Aesar respectively. Toluene and ethanol were received from Merck, India.
Materials Characterization
Powder X-ray diffraction (XRD) data were recorded on a PANalytical X-PERT PRO powder diffractometer using Cu Kα radiation with 45 kV beam voltage and 40 mA beam current.
Thermogravimetric analyses (TG) were performed on a Perkin Elmer DAIMOND TG/DTA instruments. Fourier transform infrared (FTIR) spectra were collected using JASCO FTIR 6300. CHN analysis was done by PerkinElmer 2400 Series II CHNS Elemental Analyzer.
The morphology of the halloysite nanotubes was characterized using field emission scanning electron microscope (FESEM: FEI QUANTA FEG 250). Elemental mapping and energy dispersive X-ray analysis (EDX) have been carried out in the above mentioned FESEM. 
